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e AL At 0230 hours on Saturday, July 10, 1993, the OU2 IM/IRA treatment facility began to
SULLIVAN M T discharge water that was above the normal pH range of 6 to 9 This discharge of
| SRACONER ] approximately 7,000 gallons of higher than normal pH water took place until 0510 hours
L Saturday moming The pH of this water was as high as 12 at times The discharge of this
LN water was caused In part by equipment failure (inaccurate pH probe readings) and operator
error Sampling of the B-4 and B-5 ponds downstream of the IM/IRA indicated no elevated

pH levels Visual inspection of the stream downgradient of the IM/IRA discharge point also
indicated no damage to plant or animal ife This water has very little buffening capacity, as
the chemical precipitation/microfiltration umit removes most all of the carbonate species
from the water, allowing the pH to fluctuate greatly

Actions have been implemented to assure that this will not occur again These actions
include increased pH probe cleaning, and a more definitive method for determining when
discharge Is to be stopped and recirculated through the treatment system
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